FEB-7-2002 14:03 FROM: LEGAL BLQNTRQNICS 831 426 2965 00:917038729314 



.^^NTRONICS 831 426 2965 



REMARKS 

of the ~ No ne w matter i8 believed to be added by way of the « "~7 ""^ 
claims. All peudine claim., « ,™ ^ y y ° fthe ^endments to the 

bytheExam^^ 

action is ^^^^ 

Objections to the Specificrtnn t^,-^, 

ameJe^^ 

Cla^^^^ 
raJl^ 

line 2 1 a^ erenCe ,r^ " FIG ' 6 iS n ° W - cl ^mthe specification at pageH 

Iine2landpagc35andune2. Drawings correction are thus not needed 

Applicants beheve that all objections haye been overcome and withdrawal of the 
objecuons to the specification and drawings is respectfully requested. No newmatteris believed 
to be added by way of the amendments to the specification made herein. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 1-3, 14-16, 26, 33, 40, 49, 56, 66, 70, 71, 75 and 75 stand rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Duncan in view of Lincoln. Applicants respectfully 
disagree. 

Duncan discloses a host telephone (11) connected via a two-connector interface (14, 15) 
to ^single accessory item (12) (see, for example, FIGS. 1, 4, and 5; Abstract lines 1-6; col. 1 line 
39-44; col. 2, lines 54-59). Duncan states, both implicitly awl explicitly, that the host telephone 
is connected to a single accessory item (such as a headset) through the interface and that the 
accessory item 12 may consist of, for example, a headset or a headset system (col. 2, lines 54- 
59). Nowhere docs Duncan disclose or even suggest an adapter for the headset nor an accessory 
for the headset. Duncan merely discloses a headset coupled to the telephone host, without any 
headset accessories or even a headset adapter. Rather, Duncan discloses a single accessory (the 
headset) for the telephone host and an interface (the connector receptors 14, 15) for interfacing 
between the accessory (the headset) and the host telephone. Thus, contrary to the Examiner's 
assertions, nowhere docs Duncan disclose or even suggest an accessory for the headset or an 
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*. hcata a„d ac head*, JlZZ X ^ ^ " " daPter is "»*™ to 

Combination of Duncan with Lincoln 

The deficiencies of Duncan are not overcome with Lincoln. Applicants submit that 
Uwta .. not analogous art to the claimed invention. Furthermore, Lincoln cannot be combined 
with Duncan as Lincoln is devoid of any logical reason that is apparent ftom the positive 
concrete evidence which justifies the combination of these two references. Moreover even if 
Duncan could be combined with Lincoln, the combination fails to result in the invention as 
claimed. 

First, Lincoln is not analogous art to the subject invention, M In order to rely on a 
reference as a basis for rejection of an applicant's invention, the reference must either be in the 
field of applicant's endeavor or, if not, then be reasonably pertinent to the particular problem 
with which the inventor was concerned." (MPEP 2041.01(a); In re Oetiker 977 F.2d 1443, 1446, 
24 USPQ2d 1443, 1445 (Fed. Cir. 1 992)). Lincoln is clearly not in the field of applicant's 
endeavor nor is Lincoln reasonably pertinent to the particular problem with which the claimed 
invention is concerned (i.e., monitoring status and/or direct controlling of headset accessories; 
sec specification, pages 4-7). 

In particular, Lincoln is directed to a user-Tesponsive HVAC system or similar home 
automation system as stated in its "Field of Invention" (CoL 1 , lines 40-41) and its Abstract, 
Clearly, Lincoln is not even arguably in the field of applicants' endeavor. Hie Examiner notes 
that Lincoln allows a user to "tailor the environment to conform to the user's lifestyle" (col. 3, 
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tor-ons-JirsrproJwyisandhevr,^ u _ _ » K-»««u«ny inose related 

_ uurerences between a telecommunication system having a headset 

oBtwccn a central unit and remote units of an HVAC svstarn nr a u 

svstcm ThuQ t inrtrti t system or a similar home automation 

that is 

refUZT !T P ' C ° nCrete 6VidenCe which « fi « the combination of these two 
references, harder to combine references to establish evidence of obviousne as> 

there must be some logical reason apparent from the positive, concrete evidence of the record 
which jiishfies the combination of primary and secondary references." * rB Stemniski 170 
U.S.P.Q. 343 (CCPA 1971). The level of skill in the art cannot be relied upon to provide the 
suggestion to combine references. Al-SiteCorp. v. VSI International Jnc, 174F.2d 1308,50 
USPQ2d 1161 (Fed. Cir. 1999, emphasis added). Here, Applicants submit that the Examiner has 
relied upon the level of skill in the art, if not an extraordinary level, to provide the suggestion to 
combine Duncan and Lincoln. 

The mere fact that references can be combined or modified does not render the resultant 
combination obvious unless, the prior art suggests the desirability of the combination or 
modification. In re Mills, 915 F.2d 680, 16 USPQ2d 1430 (Fed. Cir. 1990). In this case, neither 
of the references relied upon by the Examiner suggests modifications to result in the presently 
claimed invention beyond an improvement in the "environment" relating to a user's "lifestyle." 
Therefore, in view of the foregoing, the combination of Duncan in view of Lincoln under 35 
USC §103 is improper. 

Even if Duncan could be combined with Lincoln, the combination fails to result in the 
invention as claimed. As discussed above, Duncan fails to disclose or even suggest an adapter 
for the headset nor an accessory for the headset Rather, Duncan discloses a single accessory (the 
headset) for the telephone host and an interface (the connector receptors 14, 15) for interfacing 
between the accessory (the headset) and the host telephone. Lincoln obviously Jails to disclose 
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40 Sfi ^7°?"^^^ 26 33 

40, 56, 66, 70, and 75 as well as claims depend therein is respectfully jested. 

Claims 4-13, 17-25, 27-32, 34-39, 41^8, 50-54, 57-65, 67-69, 72-74, and 77-79 stand 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Duncan in view of Lincoln ^ 
fuxfrer » v,cw of King, Miesterfield, Waechtcr, Feher, Wandel, Kou, Humplen.an, Andrews, 
Houclc Tanakka, and/or Stirk. However, these claims are believed to be allowable at Jeast for 

^T^T ^ *** ab ° Ve ^ ^ 10 Lmc0ln ' - * e Nation 

rs^L * *" rqj6Cti0n ° f Cl3imS 4 " 13 > 1 7 " 25 > 27 ~ 32 - 34 -*9, 4 1-48, 50-54, 57- 

65, 67-69, 72-74, and 77-79 is respectfully requested. 

Independent claim 55 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fehcr. Apphcants respectfully disagree. Feher discloses a data input interface that provides data 
agnals to a clock generator. The data interface controls a selector switch that provides either a 
shorter or a longer distance between the falling and rising edge of the clock modulated signal for 
a zero- or one-state data signal, respectively (col. 1 7, lines 42-51). In this embodiment, the clock 
signal modulator includes the data input interface that provides data signals to the asynchronous 
clock generator and controls a selector switch based on the zero or one state of the data signal A 
zero data signal causes the switch to provide a short falling-to-rising edge distance of the clock 
modulated signal while a one data signal causes the switch to provide a longer falling-to-rising 
edge distance for the clock modulated signal. As noted by the Examiner, such a clock signal 
modulator aims to enable "power efficient and spectral efficient systems" (col. 6, lines 22-26). 

In contrast, method of independent claim 55, as amended, includes receiving a data hit 
that has both a high and a low portion within a single bit period, measuring the width of the high 
(or low) portion of the data bit, and assigning a bit value to the data bit depending upon the 
measured width. Nowhere does Feher disclose any element of the claimed method. Instead, 
Fehcr utilizes a data signal to control a selector switch which in turn causes a clock generator to 
modulate the output clock signal in response thereto. In Fehcr, the actual value of the bit is 
utilized to modulate the output clock signal. In claim 55, the bit value of the data bit docs not 
affect the value assigned to it but rather the width of the high (or low) portion within a single bit 
period detennines the value assigned to the data bit. 

As noted above, the method of claim 55 measures the width of the high (or low) portion 
of the bit within a single bit period in order to determine and assign a bit value. In contrast, 
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claim 55. 1JCl1 aw *y t^rs t*^ juivcuaon ot 

Thus, withdrawal of the rejection of independent claim 55 under 35 U s C a 1 mm ■ 
respectfully requested. U.&.C. § 103(a) is 



Page 11 of 13 



Received from < 831 426 2965 > at 1/213 5:46:24 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



Serial No. 09/401,070 
Attorney Docket No. 01 -3876 



FEB-7-2002 14:05 FROM: LEGPlL °LANTRGNICS 831 426 2965 ^10:917038729314 



Version of Amendments With M arkine5 to show Changes Marl. 

27. (Once Amended) The telephone headset accessories interfW baa cf clsun ,'251 26 

- — «■ 

a high voltage rail, 
a low voltage rail, and 

at least one bidirectional signaling line for transmitting and receiving the plurality 
of communications packets between a headset adapter and the telephone 
headset accessory, wherein the communications packets are used to control 
or monitor the telephone headset accessory. 

55. (Once Amended) A method for assigning a bit value of one or zero to a data bit 
having a high portion and a low portion within a single bit period, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving the data bit; 

measuring a width of either the high portion or the low portion of the data bit within 
the single bit period ; and 

assigning a bit value of one to the data bit if the width measured falls within a first 
predetermined range or assigning a bit value of zero to the d ata bit if the 
width measured falls within a second predetermined range. 

70. (Once Amended) A headset adapter base for testing a headset accessory coupled to 
the adapter base, the adapter base comprising: 

a micro-controller, and 

an interface bus coupled to the micro-controller and adapted to [coupled] couple to 
the headset accessory for transmitting and receiving communications 
packets back and forth between the micro-controller and the headset 
accessory in order to test the headset accessory and verify proper operation 
of the headset accessory. 

71 . (Once Amended) The adapter base of claim 70, wherein the interface bus includes 
at least one bi-directional signaling line which is used for transmitting and receiving the 
communications packets between the headset accessory and micro-controller. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicants believe that all pending claims are allowable and respectfully request a Notice 
nf AiWjir.ce for this spplicaiipn from the Examiner. Should the Examiner believe that a 
telephone conference would expedite the prosecution of this application, the undersigned can be 
reached at the telephone number set out below. 

Tn the unlikely event that the transmittal letter accompanying this document is separated 
from this document and the Patent Office determines mat an Extension of Time under 37 CFR 
1.136 and/or any other relief is required. Applicant hereby petitions for any required relief 
including Extensions of Time and/or any other relief and authorizes the Commissioner to charge 
the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with the filing of this document to 
Deposit Account No. 50-2315 (Order No. 01-3876). 



Respectfully submitted. 




Reg. No. 44,780 



Plantronics, Inc. 
345 Encinal Street 
P.O. Box 635 



Santa Cruz, CA 95060-0635 
Telephone: (83 1) 458-7758 
Facsimile: (831)426-2965 
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